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The year 1929 was indeed a great year for the motorcycle world. The legendary Jawa was introduced in this
particular year. Getting the name from Frantisek Janacek (founder) of the Wanderer Cars, which hales from
Czech Republic, Czechoslovakia as it was known by then. In 1950 JAWA made its way to the Indian roads with its
250cc and 350cc models, through Ideal Jawa based in Mysore which later sold the bikes with under the name
Yezdi which means "Going and running". We were lucky enough to have a chance meet with few of the pride
Jawa owners. "Jawa is something that happens to you like love. | also own a Bajaj Pulsar 220 but still Jawa would
be my first preference for a ride" says Leon D’souza, Technical Trainer in Mercedes Benz India.

What makes it so stand out is its styling. The sleek styling of it which makes it comfortable to maneuver on the
toughest trails or on the arrow straight road, it'll just stay with the rider making it look easy as drawing an ‘O’ on a
piece of paper. Comparing it with the Yezdi which was later available on the Indian market, the Jawa was curvier
on the style lines the fuel tank, engine fins and the gearbox housing unlike Yezdi which was more boxy on the
appeal. The metal headlamp casing which hugged the front fork and carried the milometer too making it unique on
the appeal factor.


http://www.motorbeam.com/wp-content/uploads/1958_Jawa_Motorcycle.jpg

L 1 L

Dvoutakeni dvouvilec, Vykon 14 KS. Krésny stroj s nejnovéjsimi vymozenostmi mo-
et : Spo‘:g::alo;.t_;jssl t:‘ih;g'km_ tocyklové techniky, dvouvalec s vikonem Euyf-
[ Vaha 120 kg. valcového ¢tyftaktu. Pro niroéné jezdce a jizdu

Délka 2010 mm, vydka 954 mm, §lfka 700 mm ; v tandemu, pFipadn& i pro sidecar

4 rychlostni pFevody, automatickd spojka

Apart from the styling, this bike was a niche on the technical platform too. The bike’s powerhouse was one of a
kind, which used to fit the engine, the clutch and the gearbox in a single housing. The kick, the clutch along with
the gear shifter; all were operated via a single lever unlike any bike in its age or after; by a slide-in slot mechanism
yet again defining comfort. Turn on petrol tap, tickle the tickler to float-in some additional hydrocarbons for a easy
start, swing-in the kick and the bike comes to life with its noticeable exhaust note "ting ting ti ti ting ting".

The twin exhaust that looked like a set of missiles used to breathe in a very different style unlike other 2-stroked
bikes available, which always used to be an easy reckon for its presence on the road; which is still legendary on
the current road and traffic conditions. One of the main reasons why these bikes were famous for off-roading is its
exclusive comp ability of dealing with flat tires. The bike’s front and rear tire pose the same dimension including
the brake drums, so a single spare mounted near the bikes belly (also helping as a crash guard) can serve both
the front or rear flat-outs.
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Posledni slove |, jawskych' konstrukel. Scroj, stavény -

pro sport, dlouhé cesty a ndro€nou turistiku. Motor

absolutné tichého chodu. | pfi jizdé v tandemu do
" nejprudsiho stoupani mi pFebytek sily. Idedlni pro
kombinaci se sidecarem.
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Ceyfrakenf dvouvilec,
Vykon 26 ks.
Rychlost 145 km/hed.

3 potfeba 3,5 | na 100 km. -

' Vaha 156 kg.

Déllka 2110 mm, vyika

982 mm, §ffka 720 mm_ |
4 rychloseni pFevody,
automaticka spojka.
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"The only thing which has never backed down; owing to any mechanical failures on my many adventurous is my
1962 Jawa" exclaims Indran Thevar a wild life photographer from the southern region of India. This is what Jawa
is all about, a classic, which still lives amongst the heart of bikers who believe JAWA CZ addictions are hard to
overcome.

- Deep Makwana

You can also find this article published on Motorcycle Diaries - A Tribute To Jawa, and on the tag pages Bikes.
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